Greater Cambridge Emerging Local Plan- summary of draft policies- climate change and biodiversity- March 2026
Following policies are of interest – highlighted and underlined- of note
CLIMATE POLICIES
CC/SD- sustainable development and climate emergency
CC/DC- Designing for
CC/NZ- Net zero carbon for new buildings
CC/WE-Water efficiency in new developments
CC/IW- integrated water management, sustainable drainage and water quality
CC/FM- (g) peak rate of run off-allowing for climate change is no greater for the new development site then it was for the undeveloped greenfield site. Betterment must be  provided on previously developed sites.
CC/RE- Renewable energy projects and infrastructure -7) community led renewable and low carbon energy initiatives are encouraged and will be given positive weight in decision making alongside additional social and community benefits. 
CC/CE- Supporting circular economy/sustainable resource use (repair/reuse/refurbish) rather than new.
CC/CS- Peat soil protection policy
BIODIVERSITY POLICIES
Major development must provide a minimum of 20% Biodiversity Net gain
BG/GI- Blue and green infrastructure
BG/TC- Tree canopy a minimum of 30%
BG/RC- Riparian buffer zone 15m
BG/PO- Protecting open spaces
BG/EO-Providing and enhancing Open Spaces- accessible green space quality standard per 1,000 population, incl 0.4ha growing space per 1,000 population
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CC/NZ
Where appropriate new development must achieve net zero operational emissions by following a hierarchical approach of reducing heat and power demand then supplying all energy demand through onsite energy generation. Through the submission of an appropriate energy assessment incorporating energy performance calculations undertaken using a methodology capable of providing accurate predictions of total in-use energy (e.g. CIBSE TM54 or the Planning Package), proposed new development will demonstrate the following hierarchical approach: 
Net Zero Carbon buildings – operational emissions 
Part A: Space heating 
1. Achieve a specific space heating demand as follows: 
· All new dwellings must achieve a space heating demand of 15 – 20 kWh per meter squared per year. 
· All new non-domestic buildings must achieve a space heating demand of 15 – 20 kWh per meter squared per year. 
2. All heating should be provided through low carbon fuels (not fossil fuels). 
3. No new developments should be connected to the gas grid. 
Part B: Total Energy Use Intensity (EUI) 
4. EUI targets are achieved as per building type (set out in kWh per meter squared per year) as follows: 
· All dwellings must achieve an EUI of no more than 35 kWh per meter squared per year. 
· Non-domestic buildings must achieve the following EUI where technically feasible and viable by building type: 
          i. Offices: Equivalent to the UK Net Zero Carbon Buildings Standard 2030 targets (and sub-typologies where available). 
          ii. Schools: 65 kWh per meter squared per year. 
          iii. Multi-residential (e.g. student accommodation): Equivalent to the UK Net Zero Carbon Buildings Standard 2030 targets (and sub-typologies where available). 
          iv. Retail: Equivalent to the UK Net Zero Carbon Buildings Standard 2030 targets (and sub-typologies where available). 
          v. Leisure: Equivalent to the UK Net Zero Carbon Buildings Standard 2030 targets (and sub-typologies where available). 
          vi. Research facility: Equivalent to the UK Net Zero Carbon Buildings Standard 2030 targets (and sub-typologies where available). 
           vii. Higher education teaching facilities: Equivalent to the UK Net Zero Carbon Buildings Standard 2030 targets (and sub-typologies where available). 
          viii. Light industrial uses: Equivalent to the UK Net Zero Carbon Buildings Standard 2030 targets (and sub-typologies where available). 
          ix. Hotel: Equivalent to the UK Net Zero Carbon Buildings Standard 2030 targets (and sub-typologies where available). 
Part C: Energy performance/Onsite Renewable Energy 
5. Proposals must seek to maximise opportunities to generate on-site renewable energy to enable the development, where possible, to achieve all energy demands through onsite energy generation. 
Part D: Energy Offsetting and Assured Performance 
6. Where economic viability or technical constraints prevent policy compliance, proposals must first and foremost strive to meet the space heating and total energy consumption thresholds. Proposals must then benefit as much as possible from onsite renewable energy generation. Energy offsetting should only be used as a last resort (for example where there is limited roof space to generate renewable energy). Offsetting payments must be used to invest in additional renewable energy generation to ensure that net zero carbon buildings are delivered. These offsets will primarily be delivered via developer contributions to a fund which would be ring- fenced for use only to deliver local projects that would deliver the required shortfall in renewable energy. In some cases, it may be acceptable for the developer to conduct direct delivery of these local energy offsetting projects rather than provide a financial contribution, subject to council approval of the proposed projects based on meeting criteria around their effectiveness, suitability and guaranteed delivery timescales. 
7. All applicable developments must demonstrate use of an assured performance method in order to ensure that the buildings’ operational energy performance reflects design intentions and addresses the performance gap which may be secured via condition. 
Net Zero Carbon Buildings – construction and embodied carbon 
8. All major development must calculate whole life carbon emissions through a nationally recognised whole life carbon assessment tool and demonstrate actions to reduce up-front embodied carbon emissions (modules A1-A5 of the RICS methodology) through good design and material efficiency. This should include reducing emissions associated with construction plant.

CC/WE
1. All development proposals (with the exception of householder applications) must demonstrate that there will be an adequate water supply available to serve the development. Where development is being phased, each phase must demonstrate sufficient water supply and the provision of the necessary infrastructure prior to occupation of that phase of development. 
2. All development must demonstrate highly water efficient design in line with the following requirements: 
  a. for residential development of 100 or more dwellings, water usage of no more than 80 litres/person/day. To achieve this level, some form of water reuse or recycling will be necessary with dual pipe systems for potable and non-potable water, subject to amendments to relevant water legislation. Proposals that seek to deliver levels of water usage below this level are encouraged. 
  b. for residential development of less than 100 dwellings, water usage of between 90 to 100 litres/person/day. Proposals that seek to deliver levels of water usage below this level are encouraged. 
  c. for non-residential development, 5 credits for category Wat 01 of BREEAM, unless demonstrated not practicable. Also, full credits for category Wat 02 and category Wat 03 of BREEAM. 
  d. for non-residential developments that use water as part of a commercial process(es), full credits for category Wat 04 of BREEAM. 
  e. proposals involving the refurbishment or change of use of existing buildings should undertake retrofitting to increase water efficiency. 
3. Details of any water reuse or recycling system must be provided in the Sustainability Statement, showing the location of infrastructure and including details of how it will be managed and maintained. 
4. Each individual dwelling, including flats within a larger building, must have its own water meter to enable the monitoring of water use. 
5. All new dwellings with private outdoor amenity space should provide a water butt for collection of rainwater for outdoor irrigation. The use of rainwater should be prioritised for outdoor irrigation of shared amenity space/ landscape areas in residential developments and non-residential developments.
CC/IW
1. All development proposals must adopt an integrated approach to water management which considers water efficiency, sustainable drainage, water quality, flood risk and biodiversity. Water management must be: 
  a. planned at a strategic level for the whole development; 
  b. incorporated into the design process at the earliest opportunity; 
  c. designed in such a way that does not prejudice the delivery of development at an adjoining site; and 
  d. designed in such a way that makes use of nature-based solutions wherever practicable. 
2. Evidence of a site-wide approach should be provided as part of a Sustainability Statement. 
Sustainable Drainage Systems 
3. proposals must demonstrate how adequate surface-water drainage will be achieved, following the surface water drainage priority order set out below: 
  a. Firstly, surface water runoff is collected for non-potable use; 
  b. Then discharged into the ground via infiltration; 
  c. Then discharged into a waterbody; 
  d. Then discharged into a surface water sewer; 
  e. Then discharged into a combined sewer. 
4. New development must incorporate Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) as part of an approach to the design of the whole site. will be permitted provided that: 
  a. surface water is managed close to its source and on the surface where reasonably practicable to do so; 
  b. there is no discharge from the developed site for rainfall depths up to 5mm of any rainfall event; 
  c. SuDS have been designed to take into account climate change and the impact it may have over the lifetime of the development; 
  d. opportunities have been taken to integrate SuDS in ways that create amenity, enhance biodiversity, and contribute to a network of high-quality green and blue open space, whilst also ensuring the development responds positively to the local character and site-specific constraints; 
  e. all hard surfaces are permeable surfaces where reasonably practicable and having regard to groundwater protection; 
  f. any flat roof is a green or brown roof, provided that it is acceptable in terms of its context, its relationship with the historic environment, and the structural capacity of the roof if it is a refurbishment; 
  g. SuDS have been designed to manage water quality to minimise the risk of pollution and sediment entering watercourses; and 
  h. details of the future management, maintenance and adoption of the SuDS are provided to ensure they will function effectively over the lifetime of the development. 
5. The design and implementation of SuDS must be in line with the updated Construction Industry Research and Information Association (CIRIA) SuDS Manual and the National Standards for SuDS or successor documents and other best practice guidance. 
Water quality 
6. To protect and enhance water quality, all development proposals must demonstrate that: 
  a. there is capacity for wastewater treatment and adequate wastewater conveyancing infrastructure to serve the whole development, or an agreement is in place with the relevant service provider to ensure the provision of the necessary infrastructure prior to the occupation of the development (where development is being phased, this must be demonstrated for each phase before first occupation); 
  b. appropriate water treatment and pollution control measures have been incorporated into the proposed foul and surface-water drainage systems to minimise the risk of water pollution; and 
  c. the quality of ground water and water bodies will not be harmed by the construction or operation of the development, and that opportunities have been explored and taken to maintain or improve water quality, including through nature- based solutions. 
7. Foul drainage to a public sewer should be provided where possible. Where it is demonstrated that this would not be feasible, alternative facilities may be allowed provided they do not pose an unacceptable risk to water quality or quantity for the lifetime of the development. 
CC/CE
1. All development proposals should, where practical and viable, take opportunities to reduce the development’s embodied carbon content through the careful choice, use and sourcing of materials. 
2. To avoid the wastage of embodied carbon in existing buildings and to avoid the creation of new embodied carbon in replacement buildings, there is a presumption in favour of repairing, refurbishing, and re-using existing buildings over their demolition. Proposals that result in the demolition of a building (in whole or a significant part) should be accompanied by a full justification for the demolition. Demolition will only be acceptable where it is demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority that: 
  a. the building proposed for demolition is in a state of such disrepair that it is not practical or viable to be repaired, refurbished, or re-used (for reasons other than deliberate damage or neglect); 
  b. repairing, refurbishing, or re-using the building would likely result in similar or higher levels of newly generated up-front embodied carbon (modules A1-A5 of the RICS methodology) compared to demolition and re-construction, with reference to relevant requirements in policy CC/NZ for new buildings; 
  c. repairing, refurbishing, or re-using the building would create a building with such poor thermal efficiency that, when considering lifecycle embodied carbon (i.e. modules A1- A5, B1-B5 and C1-C4), a lower net-carbon solution would arise from demolition and re-construction; or 
  d. demolition of the building and construction of a new building would, on an exceptional basis, deliver other significant benefits that outweigh the carbon savings that would arise from the building being repaired, or re-used. 
Where demolition is considered to be acceptable after these steps have been followed, proposals should seek all possible opportunities to integrate wider circular economy principles through the reuse of materials arising from demolition or make those materials available for wider reuse and recycling where possible. 
Operational waste management 
3. All proposals must provide adequate and easily accessible waste storage and collection systems that encourage recycling and other forms of sustainable waste management such as composting. 
4. Proposals should comply with the RECAP Waste Management Design Guide (or successor documents). Proposals that exceed these requirements or propose innovative approaches to waste management will be supported, subject to accordance with other requirements in the Plan. 
Circular Economy Statements 
5. A Circular Economy Statement proportionate to the scale and nature of the proposed development must be submitted as part of a planning application for the following types of development: 
  a. Residential development of 150 or more dwellings; or 
  b. Non-residential development with a total gross internal floorspace of 15,000 square metres or more; or 
  c. Any major development proposal that involves demolition. 
6. For all other types of development, details proportionate to the nature and scale of development that demonstrates how circular economy principles have been integrated into the proposals must be provided as part of a Sustainability Statement. 
BG/TC
The policy will require development proposals to: 
· preserve, protect and increase the amount and distribution of tree canopy cover. 
· protect and enhance the tree population on site, including its diversity and distribution. 
· protect existing trees of value (including landscape, heritage, cultural, amenity, biodiversity, ecosystem service or aesthetic value) as measured by a recognised tool such as iTree. 
· protect existing hedgerows and the surrounding land that supports them, and to require the planting of new ones where appropriate 
· provide sufficient space above and below ground for trees and other vegetation to mature.         
· provide appropriate replacement tree or hedgerow planting, where felling is proved necessary. 
The policy will also encourage the provision of new woodland of locally appropriate species in appropriate locations.

BG/RC
1. along river corridors and their tributaries must demonstrate how it: 
  a. Protects and enhances views to and from the river. 
  b. Ensures that the location, scale and design of development protects and enhances the character, biodiversity, visual amenity and historic significance of river corridors and connected locations. 
  c. Protects, enhances and restores natural features, including: 
    i. Supporting the renaturalisation of the rivers and their processes. 
    ii. Restoring natural floodplains and integration of nature based solutions to protect communities at risk of flooding. 
    iii. Establishing riparian habitats where appropriate. 
  d. Protects and enhances the existing landscape of river corridors, referring to the Landscape Character Assessment and the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for guidance. 
  e. Supports enhanced access to, from and along river corridors for walking and cycling, whilst balancing this with the need to protect and enhance habitats for biodiversity, including: 
    i. For the river Cam, supporting the delivery of a continuous Cam Valley Trail. 
    ii. Enhancing connections between the rivers and other green spaces. 
    iii. Providing improved wayfinding and interpretation resources. 
  f. Supports tourism and recreation associated with river corridors in appropriate locations, whilst ensuring that this does not impact negatively on the other roles of a river.
Riparian Buffer Zones 
2. To help protect water quality and watercourse habitats, development proposals should retain or reinstate a buffer zone of at least 15m from the watercourse bank top, or 10m from a ditch bank top, according to the River/Ditch definitions set out under current BNG User Guidance. Within these riparian buffer zones, no development shall be permitted except for domestic extensions, soft landscaping, small amenity areas, or proposals where it is necessary for the nature and function of the development. In these exceptional cases, details proportionate to the scale and nature of the development must be submitted for approval to demonstrate: 
  a. that the development needs to be located within the riparian buffer zone and that there are no suitable alternatives; 
  b. that the proposed development will not cause significant harm to watercourses over the lifetime of the development; and 
  c. how the riparian buffer zone will be protected. 
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