
WI Hall – plot for sale 

 

The WI hall on Waresley Road is a detached single storey building erected circa 1930. It has a timber 

frame with walls clad externally and internally with lining boards under a pitched and fibre cement 

slated roof. The property was built at a time when the use of asbestos based products was 

widespread. 

In 2007, Gamlingay WI members voted to dispose of the WI hall as they felt “they could no longer 

manage” it.  They gifted the hall to the Parish Council with the agreement that the WI would  be 

allowed to hold its meetings free of charge in a community building in Gamlingay. The hall was kept 

open and well maintained for another 10 years until, in December 2017, it was decided by the Parish 

Council that the costs of maintaining it and bringing it up to modern accessibility and safety 

standards were not financially viable and as there was alternative and appropriate community space 

available elsewhere in the village, it was time to close it.   By this time all the existing hirers had 

either ceased to operate or had been happily relocated elsewhere.   

Advice from professionals indicated that the most sensible course of action was for the Parish 

Council to obtain outline planning permission for the site and sell it by auction.  This permission has 

now been granted and the auction is planned to take place in March or June 2018.   

The Parish Council has resolved that the proceeds of the sale will be used towards paying the Public 

Works Loans Board loan, taken out to help fund the build of the Eco Hub.  The Eco Hub was built in 

2012, costing £1.4 million, over £1 million of which was raised in grant funding from various 

organisations. The remainder was funded by the PWLB loan of £350,000.  The cost of repaying this 

has been included annually in the Parish Council’s precept (your Council Tax). In 2017-18 these loan 

repayments cost  £17 per band D household per year.  The reduction in the loan will mean that the 

Parish Council can spend more money on other projects in Gamlingay. This will meet the wishes of 

the WI who wanted the disposal of the hall “to benefit the community in some way”. 

 

If anyone is interested in buying the site, details will be available from: 

 Cheffins  

Clifton House  

1-2 Clifton Road  

Cambridge  

Cambridgeshire  

CB1 7EA 

http://www.cheffins.co.uk/ 


